
Data to Drive Your School Counseling 
Program: Summarizing and Planning 
for Next Year 

�  Please use the call in number and code 
below for audio. 

�  Once you have called in, please mute 
your phone and your computer speakers 
to avoid audio feedback and to ensure 
good sound quality for all participants.  

�  Call in number: 1-866-410-8397 
�  Code: 5795735425 
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Agenda 10:00-10:30 
�  SD-STARS overview 
�  Logging in 
�  Accessing reports 
�  Saving reports for future use 
�  Accessing accountability data 



Handouts 

�  SD-STARS Data 
Sources 

�  SD-STARS Logging In 
�  SD-STARS Reports 
�  SD-STARS Early 

Warning Report  
Data Interpretation Guide 



SD-STARS Overview 



What is SD-STARS? 

�  South Dakota Statewide Longitudinal Data 
System that consolidates and links all state, 
district, and school wide educational data in 
one online warehouse 

 

� Student 

� Teacher 

� Accountability 

� Reporting  

� System 



SD-STARS Data  

From where is the data obtained? Do I have to input data? 

�  Data is obtained from a 
variety of sources.  
Please refer to the SD-
STARS Data Sources 
handout. 

�  Most data is ‘universal’ 
data collected and used 
by every district in SD. 

�  Schools using DIBELS or 
AIMSweb can request to 
have that data added to 
SD-STARS local 
assessment data section. 

�  NO! 

�  All data is pulled, 
uploaded, and updated 
as it becomes available. 

�  Schools wanting DIBELS 
or AIMSweb data added 
must complete a written 
records release, but the 
data will be uploaded by 
the vendor and SD-
STARS. 



Who can access SD-STARS? 
� Each district has a STARS Account 

Manager (SAM) who creates 
accounts for school personnel. 

� Each SAM works with school 
personnel/administrators to 
determine who should have access 
and at what levels.  

� Note: STARS access takes 24 hours 
from the time the SAM creates the 
account. 



Why can’t my colleague and I view 
the same reports in SD-STARS? 

�  What you are 
able to view is 
tied to two items: 
◦  your job at your 

school district 
�  Teachers have 

teacher level access 
�  Superintendents 

have superintendent 
level access 

◦  the level of access 
given to you by 
your SAM 

�  Teachers will only 
see data for their 
own students 
unless otherwise 
indicated by the 
SAM. 

�  FERPA laws 
dictate access 
unless otherwise 
indicated by the 
SAM.  



SD-STARS Logging in 
https://doestars.sd.gov/login.aspx 

�  NOTE:  After three 
unsuccessful login 
attempts, your 
account will be 
locked and your 
SAM will need to 
‘open’ your 
account for you. 



SD-STARS Home Screen 

•  Accountability- Data included in the district and 
school report cards shared with the public AND 
individual student data as it pertains to 
accountability 

•  Reports-All data sources compiled into various 
reports 

•  Training Center-Report DIGS and tutorials 



SD-STARS Reports 



Accessing Reports 

• Click on the desired report. 
•  Use the drop down menus to filter 

your desired results. 
• Click View Report. 



Viewing and Saving Reports 
•  Most reports have multiple pages. Use the arrows 

to view subsequent pages. 
•  Click the arrow next to the disk icon to download 

reports in the desired format.  You can open the 
downloaded reports and ‘Save As’ with your 
desired name.  



Saving Reports hint 

�  Reports are 
downloaded with 
their 
alphanumeric 
names, so it is 
helpful to ‘Save 
As’ and rename, 
i.e., CHS Early 
Warning Report 
2016-17. 



SD-STARS Early Warning Report 



SD-STARS Early Warning Report 



What do Enrollment Reports tell me? 

�  What is our 
breakdown of 
students by 
ethnicity? 

�  Why do students 
leave our school? 

�  How many 
students are 
actually moving 
into and out of the 
school? 

�  How many SPED 
students do we 
have and what are 
their disabilities? 



What do Assessment Reports tell me? 

�  How did our 
students perform 
on the SBAC, ACT,  
ACCESS, and 
DSTEP 
assessments? 

�  By building, by 
grade, by class, 
by student 



What do Local Assessment Reports tell me? 

�  How do our students 
perform on 
AIMSweb or DIBELS? 

�  How do our students 
perform on those 
assessments 
compared to SBAC? 

�  Elementary 



What do Accountability Reports tell me? 

�  How did our 
students do on 
the SBAC as it 
pertains to 
accountability? 

 



Questions about Reports? 



SD-STARS Accountability 



What data is found in the accountability tab? 

�  Accountability data as it pertains to the 
School Performance Index (SPI) 
◦ Academic achievement on SBAC 
◦ Academic growth on SBAC 
◦ Attendance rates-elementary and 

middle 
◦ Graduation rates-high school 
◦ Career & College readiness-high school 



What about the Report Card found on the  
DOE website? 
 



Which one should I use? 

SD-STARS Accountability SDDOE Report Card 

�  Includes all SPI data 
�  Includes individual 

student data 

�  Can filter data to 
represent desired data 
set 

�  Publicly released data 
�  Only includes data 

used to calculate SPI 

�  Data sets represents 
groups or buildings 



SD-STARS Accountability 

Once you have clicked on Report Card, 
you might see only YOUR school or a list of 
schools.  Click on the school you wish to 
view.  



SD-STARS Accountability 

•  Each menu selection will allow you to 
filter data as desired.  

•  ONLY Student Roster will display 
individual student data.  All other menu 
selections will represent data in groups 
as desired.  



Saving Accountability Data 
•  Most reports have multiple pages. Use the arrows 

to view subsequent pages. 
•  Click the arrow next to the disk icon to download 

reports in the desired format.  You can open the 
downloaded reports and ‘Save As’ with your 
desired name.  



SBAC Data Review Tip 
Working with the data from these reports will allow 
you to see how every student performed on both 

parts of the SBAC and in exactly which sections s/he 
was above or below standard.  Data can show 
strengths and weaknesses of a class, grade, or 

building. Combine this data with the SBAC blueprints 
and you can find specific focus of skills students 

may do well or need additional academic support.  

SD-STARS Accountability SD-STARS Report 

�  Student Roster 
◦  Academic Achievement 

◦  Academic Growth 

�  Assessment Feedback 
Report 



Questions about Accountability? 



Wrap-Up 

�  SD-STARS brief 
overview 

�  Accessing Reports 
& Accountability 
data 

�  Saving Reports 

�  Andrea.diehm@state.sd.us 
�  Janeen.outka@teachwell.org  


